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Die Veneris 27mo Aprilis, 1744- $ 2 


T 
An Att to make it High Treaſon to hold Correſpondence 
with the Sons of the Pretender to His Majeſty's Crown. 


Order'd, That it be an Inſtruction to the ſaid 
Committee, that they do receive a Clauſe for at- 
tainting any of the Pretender's Sons of High Trea- 
ſon, in caſe they ſhall land, or attempt to land in 
Great Britain, or any of the Dominions belonging 
to the Crown of Great Britain, or to be e on 


4 


board any Ship or Veſſel with Intent to land there. 
Then the Houſe was mov'd, That the 1oth Sec- 
tion of an Act, made in the 7th Year of the Reigt 
of Her late Majeſty Queen Aun, intitled, A A 
for improving the Union of the two Kingdoms, relating 
to Ferfeitures far High Treaſon, might be red. 


Fo 


THE Order being read for the Houſe to be 
ut into a Committee upon the Bill, intitled, 


The fame was read accordingly. © TT 


— 
* 
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And it being Mo moy'd, That i it be an hs. 


tion to the ſaĩid Committe, that won do receive a 


Clauſe or Clauſes to ſuſpend and bags the Ope- 
ration and Effec of the ſaid 2 ection of — 


ſaid Act till after che Death of 3 Sons of the Pre- 


rende! r. 


2 


The ſame was cbjefed i ho a a long Debate 
thereupon. 


The Quetio was put, whether ſuch an In- 


ſtruction ſhall be given to the Committee ? 
It was reſolved i in the affirmative. 


Diſt 


. n this Addition to * Bill 3 > 2 


Continuation of a Puniſhment, which tho? it may 


| have prevailed at Times, in this and other Coun- 
tries, we conceive it to be directly contrary to the 
firit Principles of natural Juſtice, it being an uncon- 
reſted Maxim, that the Innocent ought not to ſuffer 

for the ſake of the Guilry, whereby the N ature of 


the Thing it is poflible ro prevent it. 
* 
2. Becauſe involving t the Innocent in the Puniſh- 
gat of the Guilty, is wholly inconfiſtent with 
that Spirit of Juſtice and Lenity that diftinguithes 


our Law, and which ſays ir is better, That ten 
guilty Pers oas ſhould eſcape, than i bat one innocent one 


LW ſuffer. | | 5 


3. Becauſe we conceive, That the poltponing 
the Operation of chat Clauſe, in Act 7. of Queen 
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ceſſary. 


„ 


An, till the Deaths of the Pretender's two Sons, 
is contrary to the plain Intention of that very Act, 
Which appears throughout to have been an Act or 


Lenity and Mitigation, and to have confined to 
the Life of the Pretender himſelf, or three Vears 
after the Succeſſion of the preſent Royal Family 
ſnould take Place: The Duration of thoſe cruel 
Penalties, of Forfeiture of the Eſtates, and Corrup- 


tion of the Blood of innocent Perſons, as the utmoſt 


Term ir was proper or juſt to allow them; and we 
apprehend, that the Pretender's marrying and 
having Children, was at that Time too probable 
and obvious an Event, not to have ſuggeſted this 
Proviſion had it been thought either juſt or ne- 


4. Becauſe we are far from being convinced, that 
the Terror of theſe Penalties will ſo often prevent 
Guilt, as the Execution of them will oppreſs Inno- 
cence ; and we do not concelve, that thoſe whom 
neither the innate Principle of Selt-preſervation, 
nor the Horror inſeparable from Guilt can reſtrain, 
will be check'd by the tender Sentiments of paren- 
tal Affection. | 

5. Becauſe we conceive, That no preſent r 
whatever can be urg'd as an Argument for this 
Clauſe, whoſe Operation does not commence till 
after the Death of che Pretender, who is now bur 
fifty-ſix Years old; and we can ſee no good Rea- 
fon for anticipating a future and remote Danger: 


(ſuppoſing that ſuch a Danger could ever exiſt) 


in order to enatt at preſent the longer Continuation 
ol fo dreadful a Penal Law. Se pwn 


„ 2 . . . — « * 2 —— 6. 
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6. Becauſe we conceive, That this Continuation 
is, in effect, perpetuating this ſevere Law, ſince 


whatever Reaſons can be urg'd for it du 
Lives of the Pretender's two Sons will hold eq 
ſtrong for continuing it as long as he or they 


ring the 


7 


have any Poſterity ſubſiſting. 


7. Becauſe we conceive, That as this Clauſe can 
have no immediate Operation, the enacting it at 
preſent may ſeem rather to be an Inſinuation of pre- 
ſent Diſaffection, than any Security againſt it; 
which Inſinuation we apprehend would be highly 


unjuſt and unbecoming, 


after the unanimous 


Zeal and Loyalty which the whole Nation has ſo 
lately given Proofs of for His Majeſty's Perſon 
and Government, and with which His Majeſty has 
ſo lately from the Throne declared himſelf farisfied, 
theſe Reaſons have induced us to tranſmit to Poſte- 
rity our Diſſent to a Clauſe by which they may be 
ſo ſeverely affected: We refle& with Concern up- 
on the heavy Burthen of Debts and Taxes with 
which we fear we ſhall leave them loaded; and 
we deſire that they may know, that we endeavour'd 
at leaſt to ſecure their Innocence from the Rigour 
of thoſe Laws to which it may hereafter be ex- 


poſed and ſacrificed. 


The Clauſe refer d to. 


| Proviſe. That after the Deceaſe of the Pretender, 
and at the End of three Years after the Succethon 
of the Crown by the Demiſe of the Queen ſhall take 


Effect, no Attainder for Treaſon 


all diſinherit, 


any Heir, nor prejudice the Right of any Perſon, 
other than the Right of the Oſtender during his 
natural Life. 


Abridg. of the Statntes. + 


Jo r 
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| Denbigh, f 
| Os ford und Mortimer, | 
5 Rockingham, | | 
Macclesfield, 1 5 FW 
| Foley, | | 
- | Weſtmoreland, _ | 
Beaufort, 


A 1 Ward, | 
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| |  _ Warrington, © 
5 Cbeßerfelu, | þ 
= Bridgewater, | 2 


| Coventry, | | | : 
| Bedford, Lfor allthe R eaſons but the 4th. 
} =D anet, | 8 
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